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Char manés Chatter

Chairmanédés Chat March 2026

Greetings to you all,

Webve had a pretty busy start to t
9 CMCN members par ti ci pJaRa#yd whichnwast
substantially down from the Club entrants of last year, sadly.

The entrance this year were:

Doug Watson, Bridgit Coertse, Grant Vacy-Lyle, Piet Coertse, Billy
Thomas, Russel Greef, Hennie DeJager, Jayson Anderson, Hans Coertse.

8 of our members completed the Rally, with Russell Greef unfortunately
having bike trouble on Saturday morning, which meant that he was a non-
finisher.

Congratulations to all who took part. Neville Nicolau was the overall DJ
Wi nner , and hed6s asked to enter o
with his wife Helen, so we look forward to some stiff competition this year!

Coming up in April we have a breakfast Run to Pietermaritzburg to view
Hans Coertse@®s whMarh @awud be a tré
Davids for organising this. The date has been set for the 19™ of April.

Our Century Run will also be held soon i the date will be announced soon.

Entry Forms are out for our Fragram Natal ClassicRally. | f youodr
of entering, please do so soon, and pass the info out to any friends who
may be interested. We have opened the field to cars as well as bikes
again this year, due to the positive comments received from car
competitors last year.

As one of the original Club Chairmenusedtosayi M Ri de t hem
t hem! o

See you at the Club,

Jayson

Two of our hard working
Committee members;
Jayson and Deena.

CLuB CONTACT
DETAILS :

Club House: 137 Tara
Road Bluff Durban
Email: info@ncmc.org.za

Website:
www.ncmc.org.za

INSIDE THIS

ISSUE :

Chairmans Chatter

Bike of the month categories
Editorial

Competitions

SAVVA Competition Licence
SAVVA Datm
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mailto:info@ncmc.org.za

Position Name Email address Cell
Patron Alan Young alan.june.young@gmail.com 082 465 8273
Chairman Jayson Anderson |jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za (073 708 9989

Vice Chairman

Trevor Davids

tdavids@twkaqgri.com

082 550 0395

Clubhouse Manager

Deena Naidoo

dena@xsinet.co.za

072 387 7710

Treasurer

Grant Vacy-Lyle

grant@Igtools.co.za

08280000312

Secretary

Marcia Hinks

marciabrodowicz@agmail.com

082 777 3878

Dating Officer

Steven Knight

stephencknightO@gmail.com

082 886 7528

Spares Manager

Walter Bretter

sales@acemoto.co.za

073 086 1021

Regalia Officer

Alain Beltran

abl@iafrica.com

0839930772

Website John Booth beltecsa@gmail.com 073 341 8211
Librarian Dave Stone dstonealex@gmail.com 073 663 4094
Fundraising Deena Naidoo dena@xsinet.co.za 072 387 7710

SAVVA Delegate

Steven Knight

stephencknightO@gmail.com

082 886 7528

Editor

John Booth

beltecsa@gmail.com

073 341 8211

Outings & Breakfast Runs

Thomas Schubert

tomasa-111@outlook.com

0836274220

Rally Coordinator

Richard Sawkins

richard@lqgtools.co.za

082 800 0971

Bikes on Show

Deena Naidoo

dena@xsinet.co.za

072387 7710

Assistant Editor and
Social Media

Graham Viljoen

gcvl34@agmail.com

082 481 5777

Banking Details:

Banking Details: Standard Bank Bluff
Banking Code: 051001
Account No 05-155-629-4

New Members:

We welcome the following new members:
Richard Coetze, Bridget Coetzee, David Fobian, Clint Jacobee, Joshua Marais.

Those We Remember:
Those we have lost:
Don Bristol

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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Bike of the Month Competition Cateqories

January: Best of British including best AJS / Matchless

February: Golden Oldies ( Dec 1936 ) & Golden Years ( 1937- 1945)
Trophy

March: Day of the Rising Sun

April: BMW i Dave Turnbull Trophy

May: Tiddlers & Scooters

June: Classic Bikes (1946 1 1995)

July: Concourse Competiton @ y O2 dzZNB RQS G |

August: Post-Classic (1996 1 2010)

September: European i including Spain, Holland, France, Belgium, Germany
(excl BMW), Italy, Czechoslovakia and Russia

October: Racing Bike & Classic Off Road

November: American and Modern Motorcycles (20111 present day)

December: AGM 1 No Competition

Bike of the Month Competition Guidelines:

Members are reminded that to qualify for the competitions:

They must be a fully paid up member.

The bike entered in the competition must be owned by them.

The bike must comply with the category entered.

The bike must be a runner.

If a non-runner is entered then it will be for display only.

The same conditions listed above apply to the Concourse Competition.

Our sincere thanks
sponsorship

to Startline for  prize money
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The Opinions expressed in Shop Torque are not necessarily those of the
Chairman, Editor, The Committee or other contributors

Editorial

Greetings Everyone
Alan Young sent in this amusing but thought provoking joke:

AWhile the nuts and bolts holding a vehicle together are important the most danger
comes from the nutcase holding the steering wheel (or handlebars)a

So very true and as traffic volumes continue to increase we need to be more vigilant
when riding our old motorcycles. It reminds me off the time in the early 198 0 6 was |
just leaving PMB around midnight after visiting some friends. | was in my Ford Escort
MK1 1600GT. As | pulled out of their road | thought | heard a ping ping noise coming
from the front of my car. | thought at the time that | had driven over a piece of metal and
carried on my journey to Hillcrest some 50km away. Back then, at that time of night or |
should say early hours of the morning, there were no other cars on the road, so it was a
clear run home. Aside from the odd ghost hitch hiker there was nothing really to be
concerned about.

Some 5 km from home the steering did not feel right with the car pulling to the left and
some vibration. | slowed right down taking about half hour to do that distance. | arrived
home at around 1.30 am, the car was making a screeching noise and this had woken
up the neighbourhood dogs. Rather than going straight to bed | wanted to know what
the problem was. | jacked up the front of the car and literally pulled off the wheel and
brake drum. What had happened was the bearing cap had come off the wheel. That
was the ping ping noise | had heard as it fell off and rolled down the road. Grease
would have been thrown out of the bearing hub until none remained. Then metal friction
and heat had set in. | was lucky to get home so yes always check your nuts and bolts
and in this case the bearing cap.

This edition we are looking at Sidecars. Ageing bikers need a third wheel and more
presence on the road. Aftermarket sidecars are in big demand showing resurgence in
interest. However riding solo and riding a bike with a sidecar are chalk and cheese.
When | first got a sidecar | could only go straight, turning corners was another story and
keeping the third wheel down is a chapter in itself. Also some interesting write ups from
1993 and 9™ Natal Rally. Please also see the invitation for the Natal Classic rally. Then
coming up is the Natal 100.

John Booth Editor
Keeping the wheels turning.

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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Monthly Competitions

Best of British

1% 1960 Triumph

5TA Speed Twin
Deena Naidoo

Golden Oldies to 1936

1t 1930 BSA Sloper
Trevor Davids
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Day of the Rising Sun

1st 1977 Honda CB550
Andy Paulsen

Stuart, Rod, Thomas and Jayson at the Munster museum after attending
Barbarads memori al on Saturday the 10t h.
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Results of the 2026 DJ Rally
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Driver

Neville Nicolau
Gavin Walton
Mike Venables
Adrian Hollis
Kevin Walton
Ryan Duncan
Keith Kendall
Jaycee Van Rooyen
David Pitchford
Jayson Anderson
Bill Lance

Piet Coertse
Hennie De Jager
Keegan Ward
Geoff Johnson
Trevor Binder
Marius Malherbe
Brad Binder
Douglas Watson
Richard Hulsbos
Graham Kendall
Mark Palmer
Hans Coertse
Gerhard Bothma
Brian Lange
Trevor Hall

Gary Barnes
Johan Fleisher
Benita Palmer
Vic Matthews
Grant Vacy-Llyle
Billy Thomas

Helen Nicolau

|Passenger

Bridgit Coertse

Steve Lange

2026 D-J Motorcycle Rally

13-14 March 2026

C Result Final
Spd| 1st Man Date| Total | Dayl
Grp|Time|lady| GQub |Mount | Make Model Class| Cap | Date | Cat [Penalty |Penaity
B VMC  |Solo BMW R12 C 750 1935 3 471 264
B CMC  |Solo AlS 9 B 500 1936 3 527 351
8 CMC  |Solo BSA Bue Star B 500 1933 3 603 352
B VMC |Solo Sunbeam Lion C 600 1935 3 633 348
B CMC  |Solo BSA S31Sloper B 500 1931 3 689 348
B VMC  |Solo Norton Model 18 B 500 1934 3 705 441
B CMC  |Solo Velocette MAC A 350 1936 3 849 606
B VMC  |Solo Ariel NH 350 Red Hunter | A | 350 [ 1936 3 921 466
B VMC |Solo Sunbeam Model 9 B 500 1929 r 971 606
B CMCN |Solo AlS M6 A 350 1929 2 986 639
8 CMC  |Solo Velocette MSS B | 500 | 1936 3 1071 574
B CMCN |Solo BMW 52 B 486 1928 2 1084 624
B CMCN |Solo Triumph Model 3.1 A 350 1935 3 1132 684
[ VMC |Solo Norton Model 18 B 500 1936 3 1178 883
8 OVSVMK |Solo Velocette 350 MAC A 350 1935 3 1200 660
] CMC  |Solo Indian Scout C 600 1925 1 1249 748
B VMC |Solo AlS 500 Model 18 B 500 1936 3 1366 987
B MSA  |Solo Sunbeam 9 B 500 1935 3 1489 924
B CMCN |Solo Norton Model 18 B 500 1934 3 1500 908
c VMC |Solo BMW RS B 500 1936 3 1516 664
B CMC  |Solo Velocette MSS B 500 1936 3 1691 1199
B CVMC  |Solo Royal Enfield Model L [ 570 1936 3 1704 1305
B CMCN |Combo Harley Davidson ] D | 1000| 1921 1 1718 1231
B CMC  |Solo Ariel Red Hunter B 500 1935 3 1859 1366
B VMC |Combo AlS Big Twin 52 D 997 1928 2 2070 1306
B VMC  |Solo DKW SB A 350 1936 3 2149 1567
B CMC  |Solo Francis Barnett Sea gull A | 250 1935 3 2172 1309
B VMC |Solo Norton SC B 500 1936 3 2371 1862
B CVMC  |Solo Rudge Rapid A 250 1935 3 2503 1639
B CVMC  |Solo Norton 16H B 500 1933 3 2524 1597
B CMCN  |Solo Ariel SF31 B 500 1931 3 2526 1359
8 CMCN |Solo BSA SV Sloper [ 600 1934 3 2618 2207
B VMC |Solo Ariel NH350 Red Hunter c 348 1936 3 2620 1438

Day2

Penalty

455

1167
411
1182

. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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2026 D-J Motorcycle Rally

13-14 March 2026

Combined Result Final
Dayl _ Day2
| : ‘  [Penalty [ Penalty [ Penalty
34 | 49 |Bradley Mc Ewan B CMC  |Solo Norton C/ES2 8 [ s00| 193¢ | 3 | 2888 | 1431 | 1457
35 | 74 |Les Youngman 4 CVMC  |Solo New Imperial 30 A | 250 | 193¢ | 3 | 3147 | 1522 | 1625
36 | 76 |Ryan VanHeerden c CMC  |Solo Velocette MAC A | 350| 1936 | 3 | 3203 | 2885 | 408
37 | 79 |Gary Edwards c CSRA  [Solo Velocette MoV A | 250 | 1936 3 | 3415 | 2622 | 793
38 75 |Gavin Youngman C CVMC  |Solo Norton ES2 B | 500 1935 3 3803 | 2359 1444
39 | 78 |Allan Cuninghame c CVMC  |Solo Velocette MSS B8 |s00| 1936 | 3 | 4276 | 3985 | 291
40 | 50 |Garreth Keevey 8 VMC  [Solo Triumph 350 SV A | 350| 193¢ | 3 | 44ss | 3258 | 1196
41 77 |Keith Van Heerden c CMC  [Solo Velocette Mac A | 350 1936 3 | 5112 | 2932 | 2180
42 | 59 |Claude Oberhalzer B VMC  |Solo Ariel VB c |sso| 1935 | 3 | sa01 | 3987 | 1414
43 | 73 [TomLinky c CMC  |Solo Velocette MAC A |3a8| 1936 | 3 | 6950 | 3964 | 2986
44 | 72 |Michael Buchan c CMC  |Solo Velocette MAC A | 3a8| 1935 | 3 | 7809 | 4523 | 3286
45 | 48 |lose Smith B VMC  [Solo Triumph 5/1 Cc | ss0| 193¢ | 3 | 8461 | 6054 | 2407
46 | 47 |George Portman B WC  [solo BSA _ A | 350| 1933 | 3 | 9320 | 5214 | 4206
47 | 41 |willem Le Roux B VMC  |Solo BSA Sloper B [ 500 | 1931 | 3 | 11563 | 9829 | 1734
48 | 29 |lan Mc Kenzie B CMC  [Solo ALS H9 B [ s00 | 1927 | 2 | 18662 | 12908 | 5754
49 | 52 |David Holmes B VMC  |Solo Sunbeam 5 8 | s00 | 1929 | 2 | 23441 | 21301 | 2140
50 | 5 |Anton Blignaut B VMC  |Solo ABC SOPWITH B [ 398 1920 | 1 | 27675 | 8127 | 19548
51 | 8 |Adhiplyer B VMC  |Solo Sunbeam M9 8 [ 500 | 1934 | 3 | 31790 | 19623 | 12167
52 | 9 |vuviJasti Etash Jasti B VMC |Combo | Matchless H D |1000| 1922 | 1 | 41473 | 20108 | 21365
53 | 46 |BrentPieterse B CMC  |Solo BSA Sloper B [ s00 | 1933 | 3 | 44252 | 22052 | 22200
37 |Robin Briggs B VMC  [Solo Triumph SD c |sso| 1924 | 1 | DNF | DNF | 9260
7 |Detlev Borner B VMC  |Solo AlS 4 A [3s0| 1930 | 2 | onNF | 1971 | DNF
69 |Stewart MacGregor B VMC  |Solo Royal enfield G A 350 1936 | 3 | DNF | 3528 | DNF
22 |Derek Pirie B vee  [solo BSA H2 c [ ss7| 1922 | 1 | OnF | 8419 | DNF
38 |Richard Gladwin B CMC  |Solo Ariel G B [ s00| 1930 | 2 | DNF | 15752 | DNF
6 |Peter Gillespie B VMC  |Solo ABC Gnome Rhone B | 38| 1922 | 1 | DNF | DNF | DNF
55 |Henk Rossouw B CVMC  |Solo Norton Model 18 B [s00| 1926 | 2 | DNF | DNF | DNF
82 |Steven Helm c VMC  |Solo Norton JAP VT c[750| 193 | 3 | DNF | ONF | DNF
35 |Russel Greeff B CMCN  [Solo Royal Enfield 355 A [ 350| 1928 | 2 | oNF | ONF | DNF
2 |lacquie Paster A VMC  |Solo Royal Enfield Bullet A [350| 1930 | 2 | DNF | DNF | DNF
1 |Antony Gullick A CMC  |Solo Rudge Mutti 8 |500| 1913 | 1 | DNF | DNF | DNF
51 |Gavin Hollis B CMC  [Solo Sunbeam 95L B |s00| 1935 | 3 [ DNF | DNF | DNF
68 |Peter Viietstra B VMC  |Solo Velocette MSS B [500| 1936 | 3 | DNF | DNF | DNF

2026 D-J Motorcycle Rally

13-14 March 2026
Combined Result Final

. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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Well done Jayson Anderson for winning the Forte Trophy for best performance
on a motorcycle made between 1926 and 1930.

Derek working out his route schedule with his legendary 1922 BSA in the
background
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NATAL CLASSIC RALLY

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO ...

= Test your classic vehicle and rallying skills
in the heart of the beautiful Natal Midlands
and surrounding area.

= Experience tranquil surroundings on
carefully chosen roads where traffic is at a
minimum and road conditions good.

« Start from the iconic Notties Hotel.

« Bring family or friends along to enjoy a
village that has activities for all.

« Enjoy the company of fellow classic vehicle

enthusiasts participating in the 39th annual
event.

Shoptorque

PRIZES FOR ALL

With generous support from our
sponsors, there will be benefits for all
competitors at this special event.

INTERESTED?

Book a place now on the Classic
Motorcycle Club of Natal's annual rally
Entries close 22 May 2026

CONTACT COBUS/LYN:

Cobus:

Cell: 082 553 6137

Email: cobus.grobbelaar@telkomsa.net

Lyn:
Cell: 081470 4990
Email: lynsmith741@gmail.com




Natal 100

The Natal 100 motorcycle run has been planned for Saturday August 15. This
event will run from Maytime Durban to PMB and back. Bikes will be started at
one minute intervals. Classes will be pre 1940 and pre 1970. Please see the
latest two bulletins as provided by Chris Cardwell.

Natal 100 Commemorative Run
Promoted by the Natal Classic Motorcycle Club

Bulletin #1 - February 2026

The date is set for the first running of this event for Saturday 15 August 2026

so please diarise now..

It will be a Club run following a given route schedule. Please note that it is NOT

a regularity or timed event and no entrant numbers will be required.

What was the Natal 100?

The event had its beginning way back in 1921 when the Natal Motor Cycle Club

of Durban, feeling that | ong distanices

¢

Dur bano were not the ultimate expressior
new event in the form of the fANaantol 100

Pietermaritzburg, and return, a distance of approximately 100 miles (160
kilometres) afforded the then organisers an obviously appropriate title, and to
competitors an opportunity to think in terms of speed rather than reliability.
Bobbie Blackburn (Harley-Davidson), then at the height of his racing career as a
rider, was a popular solo winner of the first event in 1921. His name is
inseparably connected with this event, not only because he won this race but in
view of his tragic death in a road accident whilst touring later in the same year.
As a mark of respect to this popular sportsman, the N.M.C.C. purchased a

handsome trophy, which, as the ABl ackburt

premier award in subsequent events. As an aside, here | would like to appeal to
all enthusiasts who might know what became of this trophy will be greatly
appreciated.

It appears that the event was not held in 1929. The difficulties that were

encountered wiitbhurtbraen 0 ovE&mur gvas now hav
t o

onthe fiNat al 1000 and it was necessary
officials to keep racing on the open road alive.

1930 saw the revival of t he ANat al 1000,

open road and a good quality field of about forty riders was received. However,
for this year-aondeomenedr Pidtehmaritzburghad been
brought back about a mile to the AStar
Polly Shortts hill, a well-known landmark to those who have competed in the

Shoptorque
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Comrades Marathon. This slight shortening of the course made little difference
to the race as it only eliminated a short flat-out section in each direction.
Several years went by, until-Ji Ral®¥yo0
finally finished as an event. The N.M.C.C. then decided it was time to reassess
the feasibility of the event going forward.-
Permission to stage a closed circuit race in Durban was refused, however, the
Club was fortunate to obtain sanction from the Pietermaritzburg City Council to
utilise a section of road, measuring some 3.4 miles (5.5 km) on the outskirts of
the City, shaped somewhat like a boomerang and incorporating a one mile
straight section of Alexander Road for the 1937 event going forward.
Unfortunately, authorisation to host the 1940 race in Pietermaritzburg was
withdrawn by the Provisional Authorities but by determined efforts of the
N.M.C.C. they succeeded in obtaining approval to hold the event in Durban at
the end of May. The course was to have been the Snell Parade Circuit, as had
been previously used for the very successful Fairfield Handicap car race in
1939.
However, dark clouds of war were looming on the distant horizons and disaster
in Europe cast its shadow over this events future.
After all factors were considered, the organising Club decided that under these
unhappy prevailing conditions, with many riders and officials already serving with
the armed Forces or expecting to leave shortly, a successful event in the
N.M.C.C. tradition could not be guaranteed and run. Reluctantly, the decision
was made to abandon the event.
The following is a general overview of the upcoming Commemorative Run:
a. Itis a one-day event;
b. The start and finish will be at the same venue;
c. The run will follow some 85% of the original course between Durban
and Pietermaritzburg.
d. There will be a tea / coffee break in Drummond (the well-known halfway
point of the Comrades Marathon.)
e. The turnaround point will be the Pietermaritzburg Bowling Club,
situated within Alexander Park;
f. Lunch will be available at this destination.
g. The riders will return to Durban along the same route but in reverse
direction.
h. A bonus is that the sun will be behind the riders in both directions.

Classes and eligibility:
I. Pre-War Motorcycles: the cut-off date for pre-war motorcycles is set as

December 1940:

Shoptorque
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ii. Post-war Motorcycles: the cut-off date for post-war motorcycles is set
as December 1970;

iii. Preference will be given to pre-1940 motorcycles;

iv. All eligible motorcycles and riders to be fully compliant with all
regulations governing the use on public roads;

v. Scrutineering will be a requirement for all entrants.

Future Bulletins wild@ be published as we
Should you have any queries or anecdotes, photographs, additional history
which you wish to share, please contact me direct at either:

Chris Cardwell i Organiser

Mobile: 082 774 6196

Email: cbcardwell@outlook.com

Until next time, keep the shiny side up and the wheels rolling.

Natal 100 Commemorative Run
Promoted by the Classic Motorcycle Club of Natal

Bulletin #2 - March 2026

The date is set for the first running of this event for Saturday 15 August
2026 so please diarise now.

It will be a Club run following a given route schedule. Please note that
itis NOT a regularity or timed

event and no entrant numbers will be required.

WANTED! Any information leading to the whereabouts of the Natal
Motorcycle Club

(N. M. C. C.) 6Bl ackburn Memorial Trop
winners from 1922

onwards, will be appreciated.

Anupdateonprogr ess of the upcoming ONat a
Runo:

a. The route schedule has effectively been finalised pending a final

review that will be done

within 2 7 3 weeks of the actual event;

b. The combined distance of the two stages is just shy of 186
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kilometers, approximately 92.6

km in each direction;

c. A simulated run of the entire route, including all current known
stops, has been undertaken

to determine an overall expected duration for the slowest competitor to
complete the route.

An average bike speed of £55km/h was maintained to obtain a worst-
case scenario.

d. A second run of the route will be conducted within 6 T 4 weeks of
the event to determine

an actual appropriate start time for the first entrant away and to
forecast the |l ast entrantos

expectedret urn ti me to Sicads Guest Hou:c

e. Two sections of road are currently under construction, namely:

I. Between the Astron Energy garage (Inchanga side) and Cato Ridge
central of
approximately 3.5 kilometres. This is a Stop / Go section;

Page 2 of 2

ii. R103 between Ashburton central to the top of Polly Shortts hill. This
Is currently

open to traffic in both directions but is single lane;

lil. Updates on progress of these two sections will be given in future
bulletins.

f. Sicads Guest HuwgBowlingdChldhatebah Mar i t

been notified of the

event 6s date and | ook forward to
g. The Engen garage, on entering Pietermaritzburg, has kindly made
their facilities available

for those who require refueling;

Please see Volunteers required below, as people come forward their
names will be added:

a. Club Steward: Jayson Anderson
b. Documentation personnel: Marcia Hinks
c. Scrutineers: Deena Naidoo, Graham Viljoen.

Shoptorque
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d. Starter: John Booth

e. Sweep vehicles and bike trailers: Kim Hammond, Deena Naidoo

f. Mar shals at Sicads Guest House;
g. Volunteers at Maritzburg Bowling Club 1 for bike parking co-

ordination;

h. Volunteers for route marking at Alexander Park x 2;

I. A.N. Other as required.

Classes and eligibility:

I. Pre-War Motorcycles: the cut-off date for pre-war motorcycles is set
as 31 December

1940;

li. Post-war Motorcycles: the cut-off date for post-war motorcycles is
set as 31 December

1970;

lii. Preference will be given to pre-1940 motorcycles;

iv. All eligible motorcycles and riders to be fully compliant with all
regulations governing the

use on public roads;

v. Scrutineering will be a requirement for all entrants.

Mont hly bulletins wild.l be published
organisation.

Should anyone have any suggestions, queries or anecdotes,

photographs, additional history of the

Event which you wish to share, please contact me direct at either:

Chris Cardwell i Organiser

Mobile: 082 774 6196

Email: cbcardwell@outlook.com

Until next time, keep the shiny side up and the wheels rolling.

Concourse de Elegance

This event has been scheduled for the 7 September. More to follow on this.
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Steven Knight organised last months breakfast run. Meeting was at the Winston
Park Garage then a ride through Bothas hill and back via Inchanga. Then onto
the Cotswold Downs Garage for breakfast.
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288

Selecting

A CONFIRMED CHAIR MAN PASSES
ON THE BENEFIT OF HIS

EXPERIENCE IN MAKING A CHOICE

BY “LANDLOPER”

From the inside—of a dealer’s showroom—looking out

carring for many years. But bias or not, I am certain that

the sidecar outfit is the ideal all-round vehicle. It can be
exactly suitable for the family with one or two lusty near teen-
agers; for the couple with a youngster; for the dyed-in-the-wool
soloist making a gesture to his fair lady who is averse to decking
herself in motor-cycling garb. It can be steady, reliable,
economical transport or a zippy mileater.

First let’s spare a moment to scotch the belief that there is
anything difficult in driving a sidecar outfit. Riders I know who
can do anything on two wheels and car drivers who can handle
anything from an Austin Seven to a ten-ton lorry all look with
awe at my outfit and declare that they couldn’t possibly manage
it. In fact, driving a sidecar is simplicity itself. The essential
gimmick is to picture the outfit sitting fair and square on its
three wheels. Sit yourself on the saddle and use the handlebar as
a tiller to control direction. Keep in mind the idea of a machine
with three wheels, make yourself forget about balance, and you’ll
be as safe as houses. On slippery surfaces you’ll find that an
outfit is by far the easiest vehicle to handle.

As confidence increases you will revel in the delight of “pour-
ing” the outfit round left-hand bends. Decrease speed as you
come up to the corner and go round it accelerating gently all the
while. Only with an empty sidecar on some of those never-ending
bends in Wales have I had trouble—on those where, after keeping
the speed mounting through what seems like 200 degrees
there’s a lot more corner still left. A dab on the sidecar
brake restores order and all is well. On right-handers you do the

OBVIOUSLY I’'m prejudiced because I have been side-
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a Sidecar

opposite—ease back the throttle and let the sidecar do the rolling
round. You’ll find it as exhilarating as solo riding. The insurance
companies show their confidence by cutting the solo rates by
50 per cent for sidecars—a really concrete demonstration of their
belief in the safety of the outfit.

The chassis is the basis of all but the few monocoque models.
Unless the purse strings are very tight get a sturdy chassis and
include a sprung wheel if possible. Not only does wheel springing
increase the passenger’s comfort but it improves the driver’s ride
enormously. Driving a model with good fore-and-aft suspension
married to a chassis with an unsprung sidecar wheel is like having
one leg in a splint. All the road bumps seem to be concentrated
on the attachment lug under the saddle! With all wheels sprung
you have a car-comfort ride.

There is much argument as to whether with a sprung wheel
it is better to have the body mounted direct on to the chassis or
with independent suspension. Personally I prefer the former
scheme. My passengers say that the dual springing gives them a
ride that is so buoyant as to be bouncy. However, it is only fair
to add that I have heard that some makers have had complaints
that the newer chassis without separate body springing are 100
firm. Much can depend on the extent to which the springing of
the sidecar wheel matches that of the machine. If possible get
your dealer to give you a trial run on both types—alternatively,
let your passenger have a ride and decide which it is to be.

If you are going to do much touring with heavy loads the
addition of a sidecar brake is very worth while to give you a big
margin of braking power. For the sporting rider a brake on the
third wheel is an aid to swifter cornering. However, sidecar
brakes are not an unmixed blessing—some of them are rather
fiddling to keep adjusted so that they operate in unison with the
rear brake of the machine. Different leverages lead to a different
rate of pedal movement.

1 suppose most sidecar outfits are bought for family reasons and
the majority of designers have this use in mind. Here are just a
few pointers. When you are thinking of taking a very young baby
in a sidecar you need full protection for it and a seat where
mother can be comfortable holding junior for the journey. So
select a roomy single-seater with a fixed head to preclude draughts
and a full-length door so that mother can get in and out easily.

However, children grow up and the family man’s constant
worry is that the family is outgrowing the accommodation. So,
if your child is 12 to 18 months old think ahead for the two or

Whenever possible the regular passenger should be consulted when
a sidecar is being chosen and should try the seating
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three years that you are likely to run the sidecar. The youngster
of, say, four years likes to sit up and look around, and we found
that in a wide single-seater there was room for our daughter to sit
beside my wife in comfort. The possibility of this arrangement
depends very much on personal size so it will not work with all
wives and ail children! Remember that winter clothes take up a
lot of room, too.

Once five is reached it is safe to let a kiddy have the rear of a
child-adult saloon. This is the most popular type of body and a
good choice is offered in most ranges. They are all good value for
their price—but as in most things, the more you pay, the more
you get. Look closely at the external end internal finish. The
models with fixed head and full-length door are to be preferred
if possible because they make a stronger unit and hinged
canopies, unless well constructed, tend to rattle. Nobody has yet
put the child’s seat in front, although this would be a more
friendly arrangement for the child and more reassuring for its
mother.

If you are hoping to do much touring, a point to watch is locker
space. You will note that many child-adult and double-adult
saloons offer less luggage accommodation than do single-seaters.
Obviously space is tight if the maker is trying to put two people
into a body length not much more than that of a single-seater,
but the convenience of adequate locker space is very great.
Remember the obvious—that you can have a luggage grid on the
rear of some bodies and panniers and a carrier on the machine.

Once a child nears ten or 11 you will find that a double-adult
sidecar will soon be needed. Even if it is possible still to squeeze
into a child-adult model there will come a day when, after using
the shoehorn so to speak, you realize that for a long journey your
teenager is distinctly uncomfortable.

The intending buyer of a double-adult is really pampered.
There is a wide range of good, sound jobs at reasonable prices—
and there is the Rolls class. Nearly every maker markets a really
outstanding saloon. These are expensive, but coupled to an
over-500 c.c. twin—or an Ariel Four—make an outfit that is really
out of the ordinary. By the way, the really big sidecars do not
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affect steering to any serious extent provided the alignment is

correctly adjusted for weight and width.

Of course, there are personal preferences. My wife likes to ride
on the pillion whenever possible and for a long time we kept a
single-seat body and let our daughter have it all to herself. The
disadvantage was that there were times when my wife wanted to
arrive all “band-box” and a helmet can have rather a disastrous
effect on a carefully arranged hair style. In the light of our
experience I think that perhaps a child-adult saloon would have
been better. When the rear portion of the sidecar was not in use
it would have made grand storage space for our camping gear.

1 have devoted a good deal of space to family problems because
they are in the majority of sidecar users. However, the rider
looking for a single-seater has some really outstanding models to
choose from. A properly lined-up outfit, a snappy motor and
you have a vehicle that will give you all the fun in the world.
The sports single-seaters are designed primarily for youngish
people and may not be so comfortable as other types, but
they look the part and do what they are intended to do very well.

For the man who does not demand too great a performance
and who is willing to use the gear box quite a bit there are
sidecars suitable for 197 c.c. and 250 c.c. machines. Obviously
they cannot offer the roominess of the heavier sidecars, but they
do give a means of making a very economical outfit which is a
perfectly practicable means of transport. Then there is the
delightful class of scooter sidecars. They are pretty as a picture
and are well worth consideration by the utility scooter rider—
they offer him a permanent prop-stand and a surprising amount
of carrying capacity. For weekend runs the lightweight (includ-
ing scooter) outfit will take an average-size passenger in comfort,
although, of course, one must allow for.a sedate performance.
I never cease to marvel at the way these little outfits perform.

Sidecarring can give 2 whole family pleasure throughout the
vear at a very low cost. But much of the success dependg on the
initial choice. As a dealer said to me a few weeks ago in an under-
tone so that my wife should not hear: “Choose your sidecar as
carefully as you would your wife!”
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UNTIL the late 1950s, when glassfibre
began to make an appearance, sidecar
bodies were largely constructed on
traditional coach-building ‘ines. There
were exceptions of cours _inthe early
days basket-weave cane tudies were
the vogue. Being light and flexible
they were appropriate for the low
power outputs and poor roads of the
day. After World War Two a number of
welded steel bodies appeared, the
sports Swallow Jet 80 being a notable
example. However, timber framework,
clad with steel, aluminium, or
plywood is the most likely type of
body to be unearthed by today’s
classic enthusiast who is anxious to
turn Sunday riding into a family affair.

The survival rate of any kind of
sidecar body has been remarkably
low, considering the numbers made
over 60 years or more, and it is likely
that any to be found now will require a
fair amount of work to restore. Most
sought after are the sports
single-seaters of various styles for
their visual appeal. Least wanted are
saloon chairs of the fifties for their lack
of it. Whatever your luck, the
reconstruction problems will be
largely similar, and you can put away
your micrometers and spanners for a
while, and get out some woodworking
and upholstery tackle.

In the best body-building shops, the
only timber permissible for framework
was ash, because it combined
strength with elasticity to a degree not
possessed by any other wood. It was
also suitable for bending and could
thus be formed to a curved body side,
or back. Various other hardwoods
were used fromtimetotime as a
substitute or because of their own
particular merits, for example beech,
used from the days of the horse drawn
carriage, elm or birch. Where these
woods were used the makers
catalogue would perhaps say ‘frame
constructed from selected
hardwoods’, rather than a
straightforward — ‘ash framework'.

Where cost was an important factor,
however, the use of softwoods and
plywood was not uncommon as a
pre-war touring body | stripped down
recently proved. In this particular case,
the frame had originally been covered
with sheet steel panelling, which at
some time had largely been removed
and replaced by hardboard for the
sides and aluminium over the nose.
Only the rear of the body retained its
steel panel and this was now suitable
merely for a pattern. It was also
obvious that the upholstery had been
renewed, for it lacked the professional

odywor

Ken Hallworth tackles a coach-building job

The sidecar being restored is a pre-war touring type which has had most of its

steel panelling replaced with hardboard

Old panelling is removed carefully as it will be needed for patterns

pleated look to the cushion (seat) and
squab (seat back). When the seating
was lifted away, the floor of the body
was seen to be rotten at that point and
it was apparent that a complete
stripdown would be needed.

If you are unfamiliar with this sort of

project you may not be aware of the
materials and fittings which are
readily available. This is particularly
so in the case of the upholstering, for
the fittings and leather cloths
employed are near identical to those
used in the car world. So, before
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starting, arm yourself with catalogues
from the specialist suppliers in this
field, and check against the old fittings
that you are removing from the body.
Two very complete ranges are those
offered by Woolstenholmes and Paul
Beck. You will most likely find all you
need from these people,

and they list a number of other useful
items, not normally advertised in the
motorcycle press.

After taking photographs, and
sketching any particularly tricky points
for future reference, you can begin
removing the panelling by prising off
the beading that overlaps the panel
edges. The bead on mine was a three
quarter round section, set to a curve
around the body nose, but
unfortunately it was missing at the
rear end and along one side. All the
panelling was held to the framework
by 1in long round-headed nails. The
remaining sheet steel section at the
back had these fixings which looked
genuinely original, so the rest of the
hardboard/aluminium mix had at least
been attached in the proper manner.

An old broad chisel and hammer
will soon loosen the panels, with a
pair of pincers to pull out the nails if
they prove stubborn. Try not to distort
the panels that you are taking off, as
they will become your patterns. With
the outer side panels out of the way
and the little access door removed
with its hinges, there remained the
inner side panels which carried leather
cloth facing, making the passenger
compartment more homely. These
were also simply tacked to the
framework. Padded armrests were
screwed to the tops of both top side
rails. The bare skeleton was
convincing proof of the importance of
panelling in the rigidity of the whole
structure.

A close inspection was made of the
construction methods at this point. All
the joints were simple half-lap or
housing types, glued and screwed
together. The curved rails at the front
forming the nose were cut to that
shape from a wide board, evidenced
by the wood grain running out atone
side and appearing again at the other
corner. The floor timbers were plain
six inch wide tongue and groove
boards, whilst the rear body sides
were cut to shape from %in plywood.
One or two of the top rails were
salvageable but the wood at the base
of the structure was beyond repair; all
this timber was softwood.

When going to buy timber make for
a proper woodyard and seek the
advice of the timber merchant. In

Some of the timber is salvageable, but most of it will have to be replaced.
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