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The 28th Fragram Natal Classic (Time Trial) May 201 3 

By Jill Alberda. 
 
This year the ȰFragram Natal Classicȱ ÒÁÌÌÙ (time trial ) took place on 24 and 25 May 2013. As was the case last year it 
was decided to use the Drakensville resort as it is closer for the many participants who regularly support our rally from 
up country and also because of the setting in the beautiful Drakensberg Mountains. 
 
The rally organisers are now very familiar with the location and its surroundings and, as in the past, were careful to 
identify roads for the rally that were in a reasonable state of repair and free from busy traffic. The route was surveyed 
several times to ensure the accuracy of the route schedules. In spite of that there were some anxious moments when on 
Wednesday, the day before our start, major road works had begun on a key section. This would have created a 
nightmare for the organisers and riders alike as the ȰÓÔÏÐȾÇÏȱ ÄÅÌÁÙÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÉÍÐÁÃÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÄ 
times. Fortunately, after some pressure from Aubrey and co, the contractors were able to finish their work by the end of 
that day. 
 
Last year the riders had to contend with a section of major road works, causing delays of up to twenty minutes. This 
year the riders had to face the same situation as the work was still incomplete. As was the case previously the 
organisers cleverly placed this out of regularity and plenty of time was allowed to get back on track after the road 
works, at the start of the next regularity stage. 
 
Most of the chosen routes included Bergville and Winterton regions. Day 1 was over some 320 Km and included a run 
through part of Escourt and then onto the old main road towards Mooiriver, heading to a very nice lasagne lunch at the 
Willowgrange hotel. Day 2 was a shorter run of some 200Km and included a run to the Monks cowl area of the berg. 
That part of the run was slow, and thankfully so, as it allowed the breath-taking scenery to be appreciated. A fuel stop 
had been planned at Dragon Peaks with the mountains rising up sharply behind us. All riders were back in the 
$ÒÁËÅÎÓÖÉÌÌÅ ÒÅÓÏÒÔ ÉÎ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÌÕÎÃÈȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÄÅÒȭÓ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 
course and establish the winners and arrange the prize giving venue. 
 
There is always a concern about the weather. The Drakensberg can be very cold at this time of the year and riders and 
organisers have to take this into account. As it turned out the thermal bikerȭs underwear was not required as the days 
were mild and sunny. In fact, the condition for riding could not have been better. 
 
This year there were thirty seven participants, down on lasts year forty. Sadly, some of the old faithful riders e.g. Con 
Engelbrech, Mike Mathews, Dave Stone and Samantha Anderson were unavailable, to name a few. As in the recent past, 
we were pleased to see Ginty Melvill and his wife Kate were there again, and this year he was the only participant from 
beyond our borders. 
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The Start 
 

 
The bikes starting to line up for the first departure at 08 01 

 

 
The rally cÏÍÍÅÎÃÅÄ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ $ÒÁËÅÎÓÖÉÌÌÅ ÒÅÓÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ +ÅÎ 3ÉÎË ×ÁÓȟ ÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÆÅ× ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÔÁÒÔÅÒȱ ÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ 
participants got off smoothly. Here Roland Nancekivell, in speed group A, departed early. He was the eventual winner. 
 

 
The tail enders lining up for the start.  
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Lunch for some of the participants turned into a frustrating affair. Here, at the Willowgrange hotel Winston de KockȭÓ 
beautiful Matchless is loaded onto the sweep trailer after the magneto chain had loosened and caught up in the primary 
chain. Luckily it happeÎÅÄ ÈÅÒÅȣÈÁÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÅÄ ÁÔ ÓÐÅÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÉÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÁÒ 
more serious. In the true spiri t of the competition, that evening Winston, assisted by Ray Nell, managed to repair the 
Matchless and much to his delight, Winston managed to complete day 2. 
 

 
The fuel stop at "Champagne Castle Adventure". What a beautiful setting!  
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Drakensville resort.  
 
This year only served to confirm our belief that this resort was ideally positioned to accommodate the rally. In addition 
to very acceptable and great value accommodation the site also offers many activities including very warm indoor 
heated swimming pool, an outdoor heated pool and a water slide. In close proximity were other key Drakensberg 
attractions like the Royal National Park, Didema and the Underground electrical power station. 
 

 

The quaint little church at Drakensville is frequently 
used for weddings. The rear wall is mostly glass and 
looks out onto the magnificent Amphitheatre. 
 
Barbara and Ken Sink were the 1st to use the chapel 
when built, on an early rally! - renewing their 
marriage vows. 

 

 
This is June de Kock coming down Drakensville water slide. Although the resort boasts indoor and outdoor heated 
swimming pools the water down the slide is cÏÌÄȣÖÅÒÙ ÃÏÌÄȦ "ÕÔȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÔÅÒ *ÕÎÅȢ (År husband Winston, however, 
refused to go down the slide as the water was far too cold for him! Strange, for a man who boasts of riding super bikes, 
skydives, barefoot water skies and is rumoured to have many steel bits and pieces in his body resulting from his many 
adventure accidents! This was his first ever rally and he certainly seemed to enjoy it very much- even though some of it was 
spent in the back of the sweep vehicle. 
  


